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OXFORD, Ohio – A group of students painted pumpkins on a cloudless, warm 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
But these weren’t kindergartners — these were Miami University students. 
 
At 1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 23, in Miami University’s grassy Central Quad located in 
the middle of campus, students of all sorts gathered to paint pumpkins for a 
cause.  
 
Alpha Kappa Psi (AKPsi), a business fraternity at Miami, held its annual pledge 
project – a semi-annual event benefitting a charity that new pledges must 
organize and execute as part of their initiation process – in the form of a 
“Pumpkin Painting Palooza.” 
 
Charitable events are common nationwide among professional fraternities and 
societies, such as AKPsi. According to the Professional Fraternity Association, 
more than 100,000 undergraduate and graduate students on over 1,000 college 
campuses in the U.S. belong to a professional fraternity. 
 

Alpha Kappa Psi (AKPsi), a business fraternity at Miami University, hosted its “Pumpkin Painting Palooza” at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 23. Students filtered in and out to paint pumpkins, with all of the proceeds going to Winton Hills Elementary School. Pledges 
of AKPsi planned this event for their mandatory pledge project. Brett Helsel, a Miami freshman mechanical engineering major 
and current pledge, said that this event was the peak of all their work. Photo by Haley Jena. 



Internationally, AKPsi is recognized as the oldest and largest professional 
business fraternity in the world. With nearly 240,000 initiated members and 
more than 200 chapters, it is among the 20 largest college fraternities, according 
to its national website. 
 
Members of this worldwide fraternity benefit charity through projects like these, 
but according to a 2015 USA Today report AKPsi can benefit its members, too: 
The likelihood of being granted an interview when GPA is 0.5 below average hire 
is 88 percent if a student is heavily involved in student organizations – such as 
AKPsi. 
 
AKPsi is one of more than 450 student organizations on Miami’s campus, not 
including social Greek life or club sports, according to Miami University’s 
website. 
 
JS Bragg, assistant director for student organizations, said that joining an 
organization at Miami is extremely beneficial. 
 
“Students who join groups on campus are more likely to succeed in college,” 
Bragg said, according to Miami’s website. “The student leaders we have are 
extremely motivated and work to make everyone’s experience at Miami the best.” 
 
AKPsi, the Gamma Chi chapter at Miami, is based around three main pillars: 
professional development, philanthropy and brotherhood, according to the 
chapter’s website.  
 
Dr. Jeffrey Merhout, information systems & analytics professor at Miami and the 
advisor for AKPsi, said the three pillars of the fraternity are good focuses for 
students to devolve around as students and leaders. 
 
“We hear all the time from our employers that our students are ready, and they’re 
well rounded and they are prepared,” Merhout said. “I think the word I hear used 
a lot is ‘polished.’ I mean, we create really good students here, obviously. 
Sometimes I joke that we don’t mess them up while they’re here, but you know, 
these student organizations provide lots of opportunities for leadership 
development.” 
 
Leadership development was one of the aspects of the AKPsi pledge project. 
 
The campus and community-wide event Sunday in Central Quad started lasted 
from 1-3 p.m. Students munched on doughnuts and sipped apple cider at the 
palooza, and soft rock classics played in the background for pumpkin painters. 
 
Upon arrival, each painter – whether it be an older AKPsi brother (a male or 
female member of the fraternity) or a random student or community resident – 
signed in and paid the $10 participation charge, picked his or her pumpkin and 
began painting. 



 
Nine tables decorated in orange, white and black tablecloths covered the quad for 
painters. A large crate of pumpkins sat front and center, with each participant 
allowed to pick from the bunch the pumpkin of their pleasing. 
 
Taylor Lentz, a freshman biology major at Miami, said she came to support her 
roommate (who is a current pledge) and had a blast enjoying the seasonal fun.  
 
“I’m really glad they put on this stuff,” Lentz said with a laugh. “I love cute fall 
things. And fall is my favorite season.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sophomore finance major Daniel Kuperman, second-year brother of AKPsi, said 
he loves helping out at every pledge project. 
 
“A lot of different things need to go in to making this event happen on the day of,” 
Kuperman said. “And here we are just engaging the community in something 
with the focus on a charity. And that’s our goal here today, is just to help them 
out.” 
 
Brett Helsel, a Miami freshman mechanical engineering major and current 
pledge, wore an ear-to-ear grin and spoke ecstatically about the palooza. 
 
“I know that the brothers were putting a lot of effort into their past projects, so 
when they told us about it, we were – as a pledge class – we were very excited to 
take part in it, and we knew that this was like, the peak of it all,” Helsel said. “… 
All of our work goes into this.” 

Miami freshman biology major Taylor Lentz was happy to support AKPsi at its Pumpkin 
Painting Palooza. There was not a single cloud in the sky for the Palooza, which was held at 
1 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 23 in Central Quad. “I’m really glad [AKPsi] put[s] on this stuff,” 
Lentz said. “I love cute fall things.” Photo by Haley Jena. 



 
Beyond the day’s events, Helsel said he loves being a part of the professional 
business fraternity. 
 
“Everybody’s been great,” Helsel said. “The people of AKPsi are absolutely 
wonderful, and I know I’m a pledge but I feel accepted by them … The social 
aspect with the brotherhood is something I really look forward to. And then 
learning and developing myself not only individually, but professionally – the 
opportunities are the endless with AKPsi.” 
 
At the end of the event, painters at random won gift cards to restaurants uptown. 
All proceeds, as promised, were donated to Winton Hills Elementary School. And 
at the end of the event, still not a single cloud hung over the painters supporting 
charity. 
 
The next pledge project event hosted by AKPsi will be held at the beginning of the 
spring semester with the arrival of a new pledge class. 
 


